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Kuhmareyi language 


Kuhmareyi is one of the languages of southwestern Fars. It is a 
cluster of disparate dialects; the one illustrated here is the Davani 
dialect (Davani: devanrp^ Persian: transliteration: Davani) 

of the village of Davan, 12 kilometers north of Kazerun city in 
southern Iran. Davani had an estimated 1,000 speakers in 2004.^ 
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Language 

family 

Indo-European 

■ Indo-lranian 


■ Iranian 


■ Western 

Iranian 


■ Southwestern 


■ Persid 


■ Kuhmareyi 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 
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Glottolog 

sout2645 (http://g 
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Phonology 

The transcription used here is only an approximation 


Vowels 

short: a, a, e, i, o, u 
long: a:, a, e, I, o, u 

Consonants 

■ voiced dental fricative: 5, generally after vowels, like in, 'bad' (bad). 

■ voiced velar fricative: y, like in "yal'ati" (shroud). 

■ alveolar trill: like in 'borra' (flail). 

■ palatalization: inclination for 'g' and 'k' before front vowels, like in 'bega' (say). 

■ voiceless alveolar affricate : ts, like in 'tse' (what), and voiced dz, like in andzi (fig). 





















Grammar 


Verbs 

Davani is ergative in past transitive constructions. For example (Persian transliterations are in UniPers): 

English: Hasan saw Ali in the garden. 

Persian: Hasan, Ali-ra tuye baq did. 

Davani: hasan-es ali-a tu bay di. 

Infinitive markers include -san, -tan, -dan, -dan. 


Nouns 

The suffix -aku makes nouns definite. For example: 
bard "stone" -> bard-aku "the stone" 

The plural is marked by the suffix -gal. -u is exceptionally used for "man". For example: 

sev "apple" — sev-gal "apples" 
merd "man" -» merd-u "men" 


Pronouns 


Personal Pronouns FI 


Person 

Singular 

Plural 

1st 

ma 

mu 

2nd 

to 

shumu 

3rd 

u 

una 

oy 

ushu 


Vocabulary 


English 

Davani 

Persian 

(Unipers) 

English 

Davani 

Persian 

(Unipers) 

beautiful 

ju, jonek 

ziba, xoscehre 

head 

tek, kalla, ser 

sar, kalle 

blood 

xin 

xun 

heart 

del 

del 

bread 

nu, nen 

nan 

horse 

asp 

asb, astar 

bring 

avaSan 

avardan 

house 

xuna 

xane 

brother 

borak, bora 

baradar 

languageltongue 

zavu 

zaban 

come 

ame3an, 

aneQan 

amadan 

laugh 

xanda ketan 

xandidan 



man 

merd 

mard 

cry 

gerTQan 

geristan 

moon 

ma 

mah 

dark 

tank 

tarik 



































daughter 

dot, do3ar 

doxtar 

day 

ru, rez 

ruz 

do 

ketan 

kardan 

door 

dar 

dar 

die 

mordan 

mordan 

donkey 

xar 

xar 

egg 

xoy 

toxme morq 

earth 

zimi 

zamin 

eye 

cis 

casm 

father 

bu, bava, 
bova 

pedar 

fear 

ters 

tars 

fiance 

numzaS 

namzad 

fine 

xos 

xos 

finger 

pinja, piling 

angost 

fire 

tis 

atas, azar 

fish 

meyi 

mahi 

food / 
eat 

xorak/ xatan 

qaza, xorak / 
xordan 

go 

se3an 

raftan 

god 

xo3a 

xoda 

good 

xuv 

xub 

great 

got, yoc 

bozorg, gonde, 
gat 

hand 

das 

dast 


mother 

deyi, dey 

mouth 

kap, kac 

name 

num 

night 

so 

open 

vaketan 

peace 

sol 

place 

jo 

read 

xondan 

say 

ga:tan 

scratch 

kerniSan 

sister 

xak, xa 

small 

xujak, kem, xordek, rez, 
vahila 

son 

pos, keraku 

tall 

boland 

three 

so 

water 

6 

weave 

vatseriSan 

when 

ki 

wind 

ba3 

woman 

zan 

yesterday 

dig 


madar, maman 

dahan 

nam 

sab 

baz kardan 

ashti, arames, 
arami 

ja 

xandan 

goftan, gap 
zadan 

xarandan 

xahar 

kucak, kam, 
xord, riz 

pesar, pur, 
bacce 

boland, barez, 
deraz 

se 

ab, ow 

baftan 

key 

bad 

zan 

diruz 


Example sentences 



English 

Davani 

Persian 

Unipers 

What is this? 

i tsi-yen? 


In cist? 

Where is AN? 

ali an ka? 


Ali kojast? 

This horse is white. 

i asp-e espe-ha. 

--'I j-j 

In asb sefid ast. 

Go (and) chain Rostam's 
hand (and) bring him 
here, so that 1 give you 
the crown and the 
kingdom. 

be3a dass-e rostam 
huven-es ba injo ke-t 
ma taj sai ha3e. 

■ b ^ jC^iia 

+ b£^ 

rV 

Boro daste Rostam ra 
beband, inja beyavar, ta 
man taje sahi ra be to 
bedaham. 

They say he works 10 
hours a day. 

mege-yen rez-i da 
sat kar meku. 

■01 

Miguyand ruzi dah saat kar 
mikonad. 

1 have two small brothers 
and sisters. 

dikko-m boro xey-e 
xord-ek he. 

3 A 91 

Do baradar va xahare kucak 
daram. 

If you will go just once to 
their village, you won't 
forget the hospitality of 
its people. 

agar hami akes-a 
sesse-bi-ya velat- 
esu hargese-tu 
meymu dari-su az 
ya3 nemesu. 

■01 „ yU^ Ifi/l 
LbT 

IS 

,L ;>//>!Af 

i 

Agar tanha yekbar be dehe 
anha rafte basi, 
mehmannavaziye mardome 
anja ra hargez az yad 
naxahid bord. 

Who called me? 

ke-s cer-om ze? 

bJ U-* (/ (j^? 

Cekasi mara seda zad? 


See also 


■ Lari dialect 

■ Dialects of Fars 

■ Persian dialects and varieties 

■ Southwestern Iranian languages 

■ Iranian languages 
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